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. Tas Fast Germer; Ministry of Health is revolutionizing statlionary and ambulstery
nedical cave of *he population in the BDPR. 7% 1= attempting to abolish frec
medical practice, eetablish polyeclinics and bring workers under the control of
factory physicians. Promulgation of Order No. 30 of the SMAD (Soviet Militsry
Administration in Germsny). which concernsd control of venereal diseansa, wms
tne first step in the campaign agalnst the private physician, This Order
estabilshed public health dispensaries as centers for medical care and {ox
provhylaxis end therapy of veneresal dlsenses. Phyeiclans and specielists were
forbiddsn to treat private patients for venereal discases unless they served as
auxiliary vensreplogists to the dispensaries. Order No. 30 wes enforced by
sréinsnces providing for strict control of anti-VD agents, particulaerly salvarsen
sng penicillin,

2. Ordzrs Ho. 234 and 272 were promilgated in late 1947. These satablished & close
network of public polyclinies, factory polycliniea and senitary stations. The
ased for persomnel grew steadily es the Stsis set up new installaticns for the
amt-ilatory care of the aick. Cooperation of State-empleyed physicians was
soupht by grenting them favorable salaries, lax rates and food rations. The
autrorities hoped that these favors would induce the physicians to siay in thelr
posts. The tex ioad for the private physicians was not decressed and difficulties
wers placed in their way in obtaining drugs and supplies. Two unforsseer results
were produced by this policy. First, the private physicians withstuvod the
pressure end remained in free practice. Secondly, pnysicians in university
clinics, hespitals and scientific institutes, who received low salaries, strsamed
into the polyclimic positions. This exodus dealt a sovere blow to medical
research in East Cermany.

Phyaicians who d3d no% cocperate wiih Minigtry policy were terrcrized. For

exanple, in mid-Augus% 1953, Dz, Ernst Megerfleimch, an sasistant physicien at

the Magdeburg City Hospital, was sentenced to three yeers® imprisonment by the
Bezirk® Court at Magdeburg. The charge wes that he had prescrived & drug for

a patient with a liver disorder and advised that the drug be obtained from Westi
Berlin becsuse the seme product was not svailsble in Esst Cermany. The oourt
steted that the physicien’s method was & "consciovs spreeding of provocative

rumors (in that) the accussd gave the impression that not enough is beling

provided for the slck of East Germesny (and that) he spresd propaganda against peace.”
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In early 1949 anothsr regulation was issusd which permitted the opsning of nswu
private medical practice only if the practice foorresponded to the neseds of the
nopulation within the framework of an extensive plan for the entire Soviet
Oceupied Zone, with due regard to the necesslly for strengthening the network of
public medical care stations.” Permiseion %o open a privetie practice wus refused
if adequate medical cure of the population in the ares wus already assurcd by
rogulations which guaranteed medical aseistance to the pecule, or if the applicant
was going into professional practics for the first tims and his attentiop hsd
alreedy been calied to the exlstence of a professional opsning 1in the public
sorvice.  corrssponding te his trainine and ability.

These pressure tactics lad increseing nuubers of physiclans to flee to West
dermany. The defectors included many high-level aclentists. in order to offer
some prefessional compensation to the East German physicisns, the authorities
seiectad the first "Meriforfous Physicisne of ihe Peuple” (Verdients Asrzie das
Yolkes) in 31950, In 1951 a new tax reform wis sonouncsd which placed the private
physician in an extzmordinurily favorable position by granting him a tex-rute of
14 percent on revenus frem ®frec professionsl activity.” Favorable rates of
compsnsation for doctors, dentists, veterinarisns and pharmacists were mgiablished
within the framework of a collective contrect for the orgaunization of public health
allaira, The fellowing monthly sajsries for nmedical personnsl were guursnteeds
4

i Sulary Group III {Verguetungsgruppe III) - DME 850 o DME 1000

1) [fReststany/ pharmaciste

2) Assistant physicizns working in dispenseries

3) Assiastunt physicisns with two years' experience after full licenasing

4) [Assistant/ veterinarians

5) Dentists with one year‘s experience
b, Salary Group IV - DME 1000 4o DME 1150

1} Generanl practitioners in polyclinics

2) Pharmacists with special responsibility

3) Industrial physiciens /with less than tuo years’ experience/

4) Food chemists

£) Dentists witn thres years' experience
. Salary Group V - DME 1150 to DME 1300

1) General practitioners with two years' cliniesl and three yoars® general
madical experience after full licensing

2) Physicians in public health offices who do not fall into Sulary Groups VI
or VII

3} Medical sciencs aasistants who are anployad in the Main Administration of
the Hanlth Affairs Section of the Ministry of Heunlth

4} Consulting pharmacists

5} Industrial physiciens with at least two Faars’ sxperience sg industrial
physiecians )
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4) Physiclane who are employed as Heupiamtsleiter in the Main Sections
{Hauptabteilungen’ of the Ministry of Health. (These also receivs &
10 percent bonus over the base salary of Group VII).

) Unief physisiaps whoac pay 48 not provided for fu erend®in aniioneds
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